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More Than a Ride, 

A Connection 



One-way Rides  
2,114 

 
Passengers Served  

175 
 

New Passengers  
70 
 

Volunteer Drivers  
62 
 

New Drivers  
21 
 

Miles traveled  
15,800+ 

 
Round Trip Rides Since 2006 

36,074 

OUR IMPACT IN 2023 

Message from the Director 

The mission of Connections to Care is to connect with older adults 
and help them care for their health and maintain independence. 

Since 2006 Connections to Care has enabled countless older adults to be as healthy 

and connected as possible.  How?  Simply by providing them with a ride.  A ride to the 
doctor, dentist, lab, physical therapy, diagnostic testing, or minor procedure. All 

provided by our caring, compassionate volunteer drivers.  

 

In 2023 Connections to Care continued the tradition of serving the needs of older 
adults in 14 Northwest suburbs. This year also saw these achievements: 

 

- Awarded Non-profit organization of 2023-Arlington Heights Chamber of Commerce 

- A balanced budget 
- A successful Annual Appeal 

- 70 new riders 

- 20 new drivers 

 
Although we provide services to all seniors 60+, our average age is 86.  And this 

segment of the population is predicted to triple by 2040.  In the future, older adults 

will require greater assistance and need organizations like Connections to Care even 

more.   
 

Many of you may be familiar with the beloved children’s book “The Little Engine that 

Could” which originated in the 1920’s. 
 

As the story goes, a stranded train carrying a heavy load is unable to find an engine 

willing to take it over difficult terrain to its destination. Only the little engine, a small 

steam engine, is willing to try.  While repeating the mantra "I think I can, I think I can", 
he overcomes a seemingly impossible task and pulls the train up the mountain to the 

other side. 

 

Connections to Care is that “little engine”.   
 

Despite limited resources, we have taken on the seemingly impossible task of helping 

our community’s seniors get the health care they need so they can remain a vital part 

of this community. 
 

Difficult yes, impossible, no.  With the help of our committed volunteers, dedicated 

Board, and staff as well as our many community supporters and donors, 
 

I think we can! 

 

Thank you for all you do! 

 

CHARLENE PADOVANI 

Executive Director 



WHAT OUR PASSENGERS & VOLUNTEERS SAY . . . 

“Dear Good Samaritans:  

Thank you for providing 

this amazingly special 

service for people who 

need a little extra care.” 

Mary, passenger 

“So proud to be a 

volunteer for this 

organization!” 

Cathy, driver 

“The staff provide a very 

welcoming experience for 

seniors...I hear it every 

time I have a ride.”  

Bill, driver 
“This service is so 

needed!  What would 

I do without it! “ 

June, passenger  

“Thank you for the 

ride.  Your volunteer 

driver was great! Hope 

to use it again.”  

Jan, passenger 
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SUPPORTERS 
The following companies, organizations & government entities provided generous 

donations or grants to Connections to Care in 2023, thus supporting our efforts in the 

community. We are grateful for their support. 

$15,000+ 
Wheeling Township 

 

$1,000 - $14,999 
Arlington Heights Community 

Development Block Grant 

Arlington Heights Senior Center, Inc 

Elk Grove Village Township 

ITN America 

Arlington Heights Lions Club 

Luther Village Spiritual Foundation 

Mount Prospect Community Development 
Block Grant 

Mount Prospect Lions Club 

Northwest Community Hospital Foundation 

Palatine Township 

Rotary Club of Schaumburg/Hoffman 
Estates 

Rotary Club of Wheeling 

Schaumburg Township 

Webb Foundation 

 

To $999 
50's Plus Group-Immanuel Lutheran 

ACE Hardware Des Plaines 

ACE Hardware Arlington Heights 

Drost Kivlahan McMahon & O’Connor 

 

To $999 (cont’d) 
Egg Harbor Café 

Equitable Insurance 

Flaherty Jewelers 

Hey Nonny 

Kilwins Arlington Heights 

Knights of Columbus Arlington Heights 

Northwest Auto Wash 

Palatine Jaycees 

Rotary Club of Arlington Heights 

Rotary Club of Buffalo Grove 

Rotary Club of Palatine 

Rotary Club of River Cities 

Scratch Board Kitchen 

St James Catholic Church 

State Farm Insurance 

Trader Joe’s Arlington Heights 

Village Bank & Trust 

Pat Ahern 

Bob Lattanzio 

Arpine Mikayelyan 

Linda Smith 

 

 

 

In Kind Donations 
Rick & Kathy Pfleeger 



DONORS 

$10,000 + 
Anonymous 
(our Annual Appeal Match Partner) 

 

$1,000—$2,500 
Anonymous (1) 
Clark Baird Smith 
James & Catherine Liggett 
Linda Smith 
 

$500—$999 
Anonymous (3) 
Gloria Amling 
Bill & Sue Grandt 
Patti Kozlowski 
Jean Machado 
Bob & Gail Mathein 
Janet & Cliff Nelson 
Andrew Schmitz 
William Stoecker 
Billie Tucker 

 
 
 
 

$250 - $499 
Anonymous (1) 
Patricia Ahern 
Ann Anderson 
Lillian Kochanski 
Gary LaBedz 
Joan Libner 
Lloyd Miller 
George & Cathy Ostendorf 
Ken Overholt 
Bob & Marcia Paddock 
James Platt 
Daniel Ruane 
Joseph Ruane 
Francis Wren 
 
 

We want to thank the following individuals for their donations to Connections to Care 

in 2023. Every dollar is greatly appreciated and will ensure we can continue to make a 

connection with older adults in our community.  



DONORS 

$100 - $249 
Anonymous (3) 
Jim  Amling 
Jan Anderko 
Pat Barrett 
Bob Bellock 
Mary & Rosemary Benz 
Jerri Bisantz 
Linda Borst 
Patricia Brennan 
Karen Brucks 
Susan Daniels 
Bill Danielson 
Helen Danielson 
John Davis 
Helen Dawley 
Kathleen (Kay) Dodge 
Jeanette Domek 
Laura Fuhrman 
Deborah Guerino 
Shirley  Hackler 
Bill Hanson 
Josephine Harden 
Lawrence Kengott 
 
 
 
 

$100 - $249 (cont’d) 
Lee Koenig 
Thomas Kovacs 
Bob & Dee Lattanzio 
Robert & Nancy Lincoln 
Emily Luerssen 
Arlene Malachuk 
McGluin, LLC 
Mary Morley 
Marjorie Nachowicz 
Joe  Nagy 
Jennifer Naylor 
Sandra Polanski 
Joann Poplar 
Barbara Robinson 
Judy Rogers 
Gregg Schreiber 
Judith Schreiber 
Laurence Sophian 
Michael Steinberg 
Gary Takahashi 
Jo Ann  Vais 
Christa Wells 

  

 
 
 
 

To $100 
Anonymous (18) 
Virgil Applequist 
Dolores Augustyn 
Janiece  Barber 
Mary Barrett 
Debra Baruch 
Richard Belmonte 
Mary Belter 
Carol F. Bentsen 
Juliet Bergner 
Pam Berman 
Marie Blanchard 
Lisa Bux 
Julie Chapman 
Virginia  Chepell 
Rosalyn  Christensen 
Phillip  Conroy 
Brenda Crim 
Lillian Dattilo 
Rosetta Day 
Alyce DeBoer  
Cheryl Drury 
Linda Eisman 
Jim & Mindy Elgas 
Patricia Fadz 
Virgina Gerhold 



DONORS 

To $100 (cont’d) 
Jane Geske 
Margaret Gibbs 
Kathleen Graf 
Robert & Tracey Grimm 
Mary Jane Hagedorn 
Delilah Hagenow 
Noreen Hanley 
Etta Hartzman 
Gerald  Haselhuhn 
Marlene Hedstrom 
Rick & Cathy Hughes 
Lynn Hughitt 
Robie Johanson 
Eleanor M Johnson 
Mary Ann Karl 
James & Judy King 
Joanne Klicker 
Helen Knutson 
Fred Konopasek 
Beverly Krawczyk 
Linda Kresca 
Robert & Nancy Kret 
Patricia Lahti 
Darlene Landers 
Leona Larsen 
Cecelia Larson 
 
 
 

 
Lucille Lay 
Linda Laz 
Marianne Lemanski 
Irene Lisakowsky 
Kaphy Long 
Evelyn Love 
Julie Loveless 
Michael Madden 
Maggie Mamsch 
Katharina McCollum 
June Moe 
Mary Ann Murphy 
Paula Nathan 
Lucille Newlin 
Anna Niedzwiecki 
Karin Olney 
Judy O'Malley 
Ronald Omland 
Charlene Padovani 
Janice Parker 
Marlene Peterson 
Tricia Ramirez 
Ruth Rapp 
Josh Reynolds 
Ruth Reynolds 
Delores Rissetto 
 
 
 

 
Deanne Scanlon 
Betty Schmidt 
Mary Nell Schoenbeck 
Mary Schotke 
Barbara Scullion 
Kathryn Seemayer 
Rhonda Serafin 
Stephen & Suzanne Sharer 
Ms. Ruth Shroyer 
Diana Sikorski 
Gregory Starzynski 
Carol Anne Steinike 
John Stepal 
Gerald Szontagh 
Christine Tamburrino 
Sandra Topps 
Audrey Twarok 
Andrew & Theana Vavasis 
Terry & Martha Wade 
Elizabeth & Gregory Watson 
Ruth Wittenberg 
Mary Ann Zanosko 
Virginia  Zimmer 
Amazon Smile Supporters 
Network for Good Supporters 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023 

Andy Schmitz, President  

Linda Smith, Vice President 

Gary LaBedz, Treasurer 

Patricia Kozlowski, Secretary 

Pat Ahern 

Bob Lattanzio 

Rafal Piontkowski  

Brian Reynolds 

Jenny Tanquary 

Robin Ward 
 

STAFF 

Charlene Padovani  

Executive Director 
 

Amy Gall 

Director, Program, Operations & Grants 

 

CONNECTIONS TO CARE 
1801 W Central Road 
Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
847-222-9227 
 
connectionstocare.org 
info@connectionstocare.org 
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